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An AGM with a twist 

By Villiers Steyn 

 

Like most other things in our lives, this year’s Hoedspruit Wildlife Estate Home Owners 

Association’s annual general meeting (AGM) looked a little bit different than usual because of 

the global Covid-19 pandemic. For the first time the AGM was done virtually via a piece of 

software that most of us have come to know very well, namely: ZOOM, but to accommodate 

those members who don’t have it installed or who struggle with poor signals, provision was 

made for a small number of people to attend in person as well. In fact, members who attended 
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in person (33 home owners plus 6 directors) actually ended up outnumbering those who 

attended virtually (18). 

 

Despite a few initial sound issues, and some intermittent internet signal challenges, the 

meeting went surprisingly smoothly. Nic, Nita and Jana did an amazing job setting everything 

up and running procedures on the day, and a special thanks goes out to Patrick Green for 

coming to the rescue when it came to sound and to Johan from JCV Trading who helped keep 

us online. 

 

Last, but not least, thanks also go out to all the directors stepping down, and in particular to 

Jurie Moolman, who chaired his eighth HWE AGM on the 24th of October. Your wisdom and 

calm nature will be sorely missed, but we have full trust in the newly selected board, who will 

be introduced next. 

 

 

Introducing the new HWE HOA Directors 

 

 

Anthony de Boer-Chairman 

I am the eldest son of Dutch parents who took South African citizenship as soon as they 

qualified for it. I grew up on a small farm close to Magaliesburg and completed my high 

schooling at Krugersdorp High School. I then spent a year in the USA as a Rotary Exchange 

Student and returned to spend four years at Wits University completing a Higher Diploma in 

Education. This is also where I met Sue, the love of my life. 

After completing my first tertiary qualification I spent the next two years doing compulsory 

military service in Oudtshoorn. While doing this Sue and I got married and our first son, Kyle 
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was born. Our small family headed to Polokwane after completing military service, where I 

taught at Capricorn High School for three years. During this time, I completed a BA degree 

specialising in Education through UNISA. Our family also grew with the birth of twin boys, 

Neil and Donovan. 

Sue and I then accepted posts at a non-racial independent school, called Khanyisa 

Education Centre in Giyani, as founding staff. We spent the next sixteen years as part of the 

team developing the school. I was promoted through the ranks and headed up the institution 

for the last six years of our time at the school.  

After our time in Giyani, we moved to Stanford Lake College, where Sue and I both accepted 

posts. We endured the cold, misty, mouldy conditions for three years before heading back to 

the warmth of the Lowveld when I was appointed head Southern Cross Schools. I spent the 

next eleven years growing the school before accepting an offer to “turn around” a faltering 

independent school back in Giyani. That little detour lasted two years before we returned to 

this wonderful little town. 

Sue and I are building a cottage at 453 HWE where we also have a small bed & breakfast 

called Switsongo Boutique BnB. Sue runs the BnB and I am involved in various education 

consulting projects. We hope to spend many happy years here in Hoedspruit and at HWE in 

particular. We are extremely fortunate to have our one son, Neil, and his lovely wife Sherry 

with our one and only granddaughter living right here in HWE. Life is good. ☺ 

 

 

Guy Leitch-Commercial Portfolio 

Dr Guy Leitch was born in England and grew up in South Africa. Educated in Johannesburg, 

at St John’s College and Wits, he has a MSc in Development Finance and a PhD on African 

airlines.  

Guy has had several different careers over the years, and he brings this diverse knowledge 

and business acumen to the aviation industry. In the early 1990s he was the CEO of a large 
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low-income housing company. He was then appointed as the Managing Director of a division 

of a major bank to manage their large book of repossessed properties. At the same time, he 

started writing and contributing to aviation and financial publications. 

In 2005, he combined his two passions of aviation and writing by purchasing SA Flyer 

Magazine, which is by far the largest selling and widely read African aviation publication. 

Guy used the SA Flyer platform to launch FlightCom magazine, which covers the aviation 

industry in Africa. He also published Intercom magazine for SAA Flight Operations. He is a 

Private Pilot with Night and Multi-engine ratings and a glider pilot. 

Guy has become an aviation analyst in demand by several prominent local and international 

TV, radio and print publications, with regular contributions to respected media outlets. He 

has been married to Nicola for thirty years and they have three children. Nicola owns highly 

rated guest houses in Simon’s Town and now Hoedspruit. 

 

 

 

Attie Smith-Financial Portfolio 

My name is Attie Smith, I am married to Gera and we have a daughter and son, who work 

and live in Pretoria and Cape Town, respectively. I am trained as an accountant and spend 

most of my working life in the financial and operations environments within large factories. 

Living permanently in the Wildlife Estate since January 2020, I have started my own 

accounting services - business. Keen on photography (not a professional!), and when I am 

not busy with clients’ accounts, I enjoy photographing the wildlife and environment we live in. 
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MalcolmKingsley-Chairperson of The Village Home Owners Association 

I am formally trained and qualified as a teacher and hold a Masters Degree in Education, 

although not much of that prepares one for the challenges of a career in public and private 

education spanning thirty seven years. The latter twenty-two years of my career were spent 

working as a Principal / Head of school in Gauteng and Zambia. 

My wife and I moved to Hoedspruit during 2018 and although retired are still somewhat 

involved with tutoring and extra lessons. 

I am the current Chairperson of The Village Home Owners Association (VHOA) and 

consequently hold an Ex Officio position on the HWE HOA Board of Directors.  

 

 

 

Tom Vorster-Tourism Portfolio 

I have been a resident on Hoedspruit Wildlife Estate since December 2018 and live with my 

wife Colleen and daughter.  I’m a keen birder and bird atlasser and am currently slowly 

learning how to take decent wildlife photos without using the autofocus function.  Since 

lockdown I have also started using my neglected bicycle more and try to explore the Estate 

and surrounds at least three or four times a week. 
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In the late ‘80’s I qualified with a higher diploma in Building Surveying (quantity surveying) 

and worked in professional practice in Durban before moving into property development and 

facilities management of commercial and retail properties in Johannesburg. 

In 2000, I chose to follow my dream and move to the Lowveld and into tourism.  My first job 

was as a guide / assistant manager at a lodge in the Balule Game Reserve before being 

appointed as lodge manager in the Timbavati.  Thereafter I briefly managed a luxury tented 

camp in the Masai Mara in Kenya before moving onto managing 5-star lodges in the Sabi 

Sands. 

Thereafter I purchased a lodge on the Sabie River just outside Hazyview, catering mainly for 

the international tour bus market.  After 7 years I sold the business and was hired as a 

consultant to Kruger Lowveld Tourism, the tourism division of Kruger Lowveld Chamber of 

Business and Tourism based in Nelspruit, responsible for social media and marketing; as 

well as representing the organisation at travel shows both domestically and abroad, 

promoting this region as a prime tourism destination.  In addition, I have played a role in 

several advocacy projects including tourism safety initiatives in the region; and assisting 

local tourism associations grow. 

I continue to serve as a consultant for Kruger Lowveld Tourism in a destination marketing 

role and am also involved with the marketing of several tourism products from the region. 

I’m looking forward to serving the Estate’s residents and working closely with tourism role 

players in the Tourism Portfolio. 

 

 

Jackie During-Communications Portfolio 

I have worked on many projects, for several organisations, including working as a moderator 

on the SANParks forums, where the focus was engaging the public, both to inform as well as 

to encourage participation and foster positive relationships with the public. I hold a degree in 

Environmental Management. 

I created a global birding website ranked in the top 10 sites amongst 1000. 
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Myself, as well as much of my family, have lived on the estate since 2013. 

 In 2020, along with Villiers Steyn, we revived the HWE Newsletter, now called the HWE 

Telegraph.  The Wildlife Estate Birders (WEB) group was co-created with Lydia Schoeman 

and the Facebook sightings group (HWE Sightings) for the estate, along with Dalene 

Johnson. (Everyone is encouraged to join these groups to share all your stunning photos 

and sighting experiences.) 

You will often see me along with my miniature Dachshund, Tiger, who hangs out the vehicle 

window while driving in the greenbelt, taking photos and bird spotting (like Tom, I am also a 

keen birder.) 

 

 

 

Dr Christiaan Steinmann-Fauna & Flora Portfolio 

I have been a homeowner and resident in the Hoedspruit Wildlife Estate since August 2013 

with a particular interest and passion for the Fauna and Flora of not only the green belt but 

also the residential area. I was involved with all the game capture done on the Estate since I 

was appointed as the local state veterinarian in 2012, which means that I have a good idea  

of the problems we had in the past with too much game on the estate. It is very important 

that we follow a good game management plan in the Estate in order to have a balanced 

ecosystem because the Fauna and Flora is one of the main reasons we all live in the Estate. 

2005 BSc Veterinary Biology, University of Pretoria 

2010 BVSc Veterinary Science, University of Pretoria 

2011 Private Veterinarian, Tamboti Animal clinic, Phalaborwa 

2012 Private Veterinarian, Swartkops Animal Clinic, Centurion 

2012 Maruleng State Veterinarian 
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Patrick Green-Aesthetics Portfolio 

I am the founder of JCS The Hoed, a family business started in Johannesburg in September 

2002. We have branches in Johannesburg and Maun, Botswana. The business is a 

specialist supplier of goods to the safari industry. We opened our Hoedspruit branch in 2016. 

The shop also boasts the Hoed Rock cafe, a deli supplying high end charcuterie, cheeses, 

and other fine foods. 

 
My wife is Angela, and we live in Appelblaar St on HWE which we bought in 2017. 
 

  

  

Carl van Dalen-Infrastructure Portfolio 

Carl owns his home on the estate and has resided here with his wife, Sonjanet, for the past 

nine years. He has been in the SAAF since 1981 and is the Chief Flight Engineer on Oryx 

Helicopters, has 4500 flight hours, and is 19 Squadron’s Mission Support Officer. Carl has 

visited many African countries as well as France as part of his SAAF duties. He has done 

various management courses via the SAAF and hopes to bring his life experience to his 

portfolio. Carl and his wife have toured South Africa extensively, they love the outdoors, and 
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he has done more than 70 bicycle races across the land. Carl says he is willing to do 

anything to maintain the tranquility and quality of life experienced on this estate as his 

property is a life investment. 

 

 

Rainfall Figures  

 

The Hoedspruit Wildlife Estate’s average annual rainfall is 525mm. 

Recent rainfall figures in HWE: 

July 2014 – June 2015: ±326 mm 

July 2015 – June 2016: ±234 mm 

July 2016 – June 2017: ±383 mm 

July 2017 – June 2018: ±355 mm 

July 2018 – June 2019: ±317 mm 

July 2019 – June 2020: ±486 mm 

 

Early rains of approximately 175mm also fell in early October 2020, transforming the greenbelt 

and giving us the best start to the season we have had in many years.  

 

 

Fauna & Flora Report  

 

On the fauna & flora side, not a huge amount has changed since the publication of the previous 

newsletter. As is usually the case during the driest months, management has been 

supplementing the herbivores’ natural food with fodder, which gets placed out at designated 

spots in the greenbelt. As a result, the animals’ physical condition has not deteriorated since 

they were monitored in late June, ensuring that they go into the wet season already in a 

relatively heathy condition.  

 

Game numbers are estimated to be approximately: 

80-90 impala           11 giraffe 

15-20 waterbuck      5-10 nyala 
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20-25 kudu              10-15 zebra           10-15 wildebeest 

No further game will be removed this year and only once our annual Veld Condition 

Assessment (VCA) has been conducted at the end of the rainy season early next year, will an 

aerial game count be conducted. The number and species of animals that will then be 

removed, if any, will depend on how actual game numbers compare with stocking rates 

suggested by our ecologist, Cornell Vermaak, in the VCA. 

 

Recently Completed Projects  

 

Work has continued with the building of v-drains and storm water drains to alleviate the 

runoff during the heavy downpours we are experiencing, both on Kierrieklapper and Rotsvy 

streets. A wall is being built between the gym and Rudamans on the commercial properties. 

 

 

v-drain at 474 Rotsvy 

 

             

      Storm water drain 688 Kierrieklapper                                           v-drain 355 Kierrieklapper 
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In this Edition  

 

 

                         Photo Owen Grobler 

 

Mandla, Kulua, Dzaha… 

Photos Owen Grobler, Villiers Steyn, Jackie During & Text Jackie During 

 

The haunting cry of jackals, the eerie cackling of hyenas and the sound of sawing, so 

particular to that elusive cat, the leopard. These are the sounds those of us privileged 

enough to have the choice of living on a wildlife estate fall asleep to at night. 

 

The sounds, the wonderful array of animals and birds, nature cocooning us, it is all 

appreciated and enjoyed by the residents of the estate. We get to observe our bird and 

animal neighbours daily and many of us give the regular visitors to our garden’s nicknames. 

 

One of the first official names given to a resident animal was probably Big Boy. For those of 

us that came to live on the estate in the early days, Big Boy was our pride and joy. Not only 

was he genuinely a huge leopard, but his laid-back attitude also meant we often saw him in 

broad daylight sauntering through the veld or even lying casually next to the tarred roads. 

Sadly, Big Boy was ousted by another large male, and moved off. Apparently, that large 

male too was ousted by yet another male. 
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According to Owen Grobler, the leopards that are now spotted are mostly nocturnal and 

transient, spending little time on the actual estate. These magnificent cats, Owen says, have 

a healthy fear of humans. Jason Kipling, an ex-Kruger National Park Trails guide 

corroborates this. He says leopard will become more secretive as they come in to contact 

with people, especially if that contact is too often and too close. He goes further, saying a 

distance of at least 20m should be maintained from a leopard, even in a vehicle as any 

closer scares these cats off. 

 

Owen has spent many hours scouring the footage he gained from strategically placed 

camera traps, and in so doing has created a data base of the leopards which are presently 

moving through the estate. He was also extremely lucky in observing a leopardess and her 

cub as they moved onto the estate one late afternoon. Owen writes… 

 

“…Through the maze of wire a familiar shape caught my eye, I appeared to catch Kalua’s 

attention immediately. I accepted the likely outcome of her moving off as she has so many 

times before. A tail brushed up against her face and I realised one of her cubs was with her, 

the leopardess cautiously continued to survey the surroundings whilst I attempted super 

stealth mode…” 

 

 

Photo Owen Grobler 
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                                           Photo Jackie During 

HOW TO IDENTIFY A LEOPARD USING SPOT PATTERNS 

 

Below you will find Owen’s pictures as well as names and identification of the leopards. The 

method of identifying leopards is by using their spot patterns. The spots above the upper line 

of whiskers are counted, the right side first, then the left. e.g. Kulua 3:2 means that the 

leopard Kulua has 3 spots above her whiskers on the right and 2 spots above her whiskers 

on the left side. 
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Acknowledgements: Owen Grobler https://www.searchingforspots.com/animals-in-our-environment/ 

 

 
 
 
Summer Snake Awareness 
 
Photos & Text by Tim Baynham 
 

 
Eastern Tiger Snake                                           Hatchling Boomslang                     Photos by Tim Baynham 

 

 
 

https://www.searchingforspots.com/animals-in-our-environment/
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As we head into the summer months, snakes will start to become more active. The estate is 
home to a number of highly venomous species and although the threat of a bite is relatively 
low it is none the less prudent to be aware of the potential risk.  
Snakes are most active on dark, warm, windy, humid nights and before, or just after, rain. 
The first hour or two after dark is also a peak period of activity. In reality, snakes are shy and 
retiring creatures and will avoid contact with people wherever possible. 
The potentially deadly species which may be encountered on the estate are the Black 
Mamba, Snouted Cobra, Mozambique Spitting Cobra, Boomslang, Vine Snake, and Puff 
Adder.  
Although not considered a deadly species, beware the Stiletto Snake (Atractaspis bibronii). 
These small, inconspicuous snakes are easily mistaken for a variety of harmless species 
and they pack a real punch in the form of a potent cytotoxic venom. They are most often 
encountered at night after heavy rain when their subterranean homes become flooded and 
they emerge on the surface. 
Snakes may be attracted to our homes in search of prey, shelter or even water.  There are a 
number of measures and precautions one can take to make your home less attractive to 
snakes. 
 
 

• Remove building rubble from around the house.  Piles of bricks, lathes and 

corrugated iron provide perfect shelter for both snakes and their prey. 

• Avoid accumulating garden refuse and woodpiles as these also provide an ideal 

habitat for snakes, as well as a variety of their prey species, to take up residence.  

• Dispose of food waste appropriately to avoid attracting rodents, which in turn may 

attract snakes. 

• Prune vegetation away from the building to avoid creating a “bridge” for snake to 

access the building. 

• Keep screen doors and window closed, particularly at night. 

• Be conscious of where you are placing your hands and feet, particularly when 

working in the garden…use gloves and wear closed shoes.  Avoid walking through 

thick vegetation and long grass –stay on the path! 

• Use a torch when walking around at night; and that includes for those midnight calls 

of nature. 

• Never handle a seemingly dead snake. Some species feign death as a defence 

mechanism and it is also possible to be envenomated by a dead snake if you 

accidently come in contact with a fang.  So, as a general rule, simply leave snakes 

alone. 

                              
Snouted Cobra                   Puffadder                              Photos by Tim Baynham 
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 What should you do if you encounter a snake on your property? Run and scream!..just 
kidding.  If you would like to have the snake relocated, then simply watch the snake from a 
safe distance of 3m or more. Do not move around too much to avoid disturbing the snake, 
and if you have dogs, keep them away.  Then you can give me a call and I will come and 
relocate the snake to a safe location.   
For further information about snakes, snakebites or if you need a snake relocated please call 
Tim Baynham on 073 934 6156 
 
 
 

 

Homeowner Letters  

 

Hi, 
 
 Well done on a great first edition of the Telegraph - this is exactly what is needed. Gayle 
and I are still in the Cape but have bought a stand and are planning to build and retire to 
HWE. The Telegraph will keep us informed. 
  
Thanks and regards 
Reg and Gayle 
 
 
Dear Jackie 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to commend you on the “new” Wildlife Telegraph 
newsletter. 
It is well compiled, a pleasure to read, full of news and lovely photographs. 
We wish you well for the future and looking forward to the next edition. 
Kind regards and stay safe. 
Bill & Kamila  
 
 
Hi, 
  
Whilst I was on the Board, I used to do a quarterly Newsletter which, by comparison with 
yours, contained mainly factual information and was not nearly as interesting. 
  
Also, being an old ballie, I am not into all the techno stuff so I could not include the lovely 
photographs as you have done. 
  
Great newsletter. Thank you so much. Much appreciated. 
  
Regards, 
  
  
STUART 
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Hi, 
 
Hope you are well. 
 
I have enjoyed the first newsletter of the HWE very much. Earlier I read the newsletters of 
Raptors via a friend and happy to see, “we” can have a similar one. 
 
Being in the Netherlands (stuck due to COVID-19, but hopefully back before January) I am 
missing the bush. And then it is wonderful to read the newsletter and see the beautiful 
pictures. Thanks very much. 
 
Would you please add me to the WEB, I love bird watching. 
 
Groeten, Yvonne  

 
 

Whether you have lived here since the start or moved here recently, we would love to hear 

from you. Please send your letters via e-mail to Jackie During at jackie.during@gmail.com. 

Whether it’s about an amazing sighting you had on the greenbelt, a friendly gesture by one of 

you neighbours, or your initial thoughts after moving here from the big city – we’d love to hear 

your positive stories and plan to publish two or three in each issue. 

 

 

Important Contact Numbers  

 

HWE office: 015 793 1188 / 015 793 1609 

General Manager (Nic Naylor): 083 320 9831 

Financial Manager (Nita Scholtz): 073 630 3800 

Security Control Room: 065 807 0888 

Snake Removal: Damien Ellett: 082 401 8757 

                   Ian Owtram: 083 286 8281 

615Reptile Park: 015 795 5203 / 082 299 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jackie.during@gmail.com
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Sightings Gallery 
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Please send your photos of wildlife, bird, plants or lovely landscapes seen on the 

estate to jackie.during@gmail.com if you would like to contribute to the sightings 

gallery. 

 

We also welcome submissions of articles written by estate residents which will be 

suitable for this newsletter. Send your submissions to jackie.during@gmail.com 

 

 

Thank you very much to all the residents who contributed to this edition of the HWE 

Telegraph. 

mailto:jackie.during@gmail.com
mailto:jackie.during@gmail.com

