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         Photo Jackie During 

 

From the Chair… 

A letter from our chairman of the HWE HOA, Anthony de Boer 

 

Dear HWE Residents 

The fabulous rain this season has transformed our estate into a lush, green 

paradise. So far just over 600mm of rain has been measured in the estate. 

 Let’s hope that this good rain year spells the end of the very dry years we have 

experienced in the recent past.  
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It is wonderful to see the bush looking so healthy and the animals in such great 

condition, but of course, the heavy rain does bring its own set of special challenges. 

Nic, our estate manager, and his team have been hard at work ensuring all the run-

offs are clear, particularly in the greenbelt, where the gravel roads take a hammering 

during heavy downpours. Work has also been done on the tar roads where sand and 

other debris is constantly being cleared. The rock work done to improve the drainage 

in some areas has certainly improved the runoff during rain showers and fences 

have been fixed where damaged by flowing water. 

The COVID-19 pandemic remains front and centre of all our daily lives and continues 

to impact very negatively on us all. Many of us are no doubt extremely grateful for 

the subsidy that was received to reduce levies last year during the first wave of the 

virus. This second wave and resultant stricter restrictions sadly comes at a time 

when the Homeowners Association (HOA) no longer has the means to subsidise 

levies. It is therefore anticipated that some homeowners will struggle to keep up with 

their levy payments. Should you find yourself in such a situation, please make sure 

that you alert the finance office to your circumstances. Please do not just leave it. 

At a recent HWE HOA Board meeting, issues related to the lockdown restrictions 

were discussed. Of course, residents of South Africa are expected to comply with the 

regulations and restrictions imposed for their own safety and for the safety of others. 

It was agreed, however, that it is not the function of the HWE HOA Board to police 

the behaviour, in terms of the lockdown restriction and regulations, of HWE 

residents. It is the responsibility of every HWE resident to behave responsibly to 

ensure their own safety and the safety of everyone else. Individuals leaving the 

estate before the end of curfew or entering the estate after curfew therefore do so at 

their own risk. In addition, the common areas of the estate will remain open to 

residents. We ask that residents take the lockdown restrictions and regulations 

seriously and behave accordingly for all our safety. 

It seems that the adjusted speed limit on the estate (from 30 km/h to 40 km/h) is 

generating a fair amount of discussion. Seemingly it is the opinion of some that the 

increased speed limit is resulting in more roadkill on the estate. Of course, it would 

be exceedingly difficult to determine with any level of certainty whether this is in fact 

the case. What is certain is that a proposal to adjust the speed limit was presented at 

the most recent AGM of the HOA and the proposal was voted on by the residents of 

the estate and accepted by the required majority. It certainly is possible to propose a 

reduction in the current speed limit, but the proposal would have to follow the same 

process and would have to be voted on at an AGM. Any member of the HWE HOA 

has the right to submit such a proposal. 

While on the topic of road use on the estate, it is seriously concerning to note just 

how many drivers make use of their cell phones while driving. Not only is this in 

contravention of the law, but it is also extremely irresponsible behaviour. HWE is not 

only a sanctuary for wildlife it is also very much a family estate with youngsters often 

on the roads. It is of great concern therefore that drivers are potentially distracted 

from their focus of driving safely by placing their attention on their cell phones. 

Please do not use your cell phone while driving. 
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The new HWE HOA Board has had three board meetings already and are fully 

engaged in the matters related to overseeing the functioning of our magnificent 

estate. Some matters that have been discussed and are on the agenda of the HOA 

Board include: 

The proposed new mall: The HOA Board is engaging with the owners and 

developers of the proposed new mall to ensure matters related to the best interests 

of the estate are seen to.  

New offices for HWE: One of the projects put on hold due to the use of surplus 

funds to subsidise levies was the building of new offices for the estate. The idea is to 

develop an office complex for the estate on land owned by the estate. The 

management team currently operates out of offices rented for that purpose. This 

project will get underway as soon as sufficient surplus funds are again generated by 

the estate. 

Resurfacing of estate roads: This project is a priority and will get underway during 

the course of this year. Equipment has been acquired so that much of the work to be 

done on the roads can be done in-house rather than using the more expensive 

services of contractors.  

New vehicles: The three bakkies owned by the estate will be replaced with new 

vehicles over the next few months. This is to ensure the estate has the necessary 

“work horses” to do the work that is required without having to spend a lot of money 

on keeping the vehicles operational. Two of the vehicles in particular have reached 

their “sell by dates”. 

Road works in open spaces: Road works in the open spaces will carry on 

throughout the year. There are going to be times when certain roads will be closed 

off for a few days at a time to enable staff to repair and reshape the roads and mitre 

drains for better water run-off. 

Fishing in the estate dams: Residents are welcome to fish in the Fish Eagle dam 

(only) on the estate. Any fish that are caught should be admired and photographed 

by all means, but then released back into the dam to fight another day. Please also 

make sure that any fish line and/or hooks are removed so as not to cause injuries to 

birds and animals that visit the dams. Residents are also reminded that swimming in 

the estate dams is prohibited. 

Several other projects are on the cards for the future, but these will be reported on 

closer to the time of their implementation. 

As a final thought, please feel free to communicate directly with the HWE 

management, HOA Board members or fellow residents when the need arises. It 

seems that several residents prefer to take to various social media platforms to air 

their concerns. Unfortunately, sharing ones concerns on social media seldom results 

in any productive and meaningful outcome. So please rather take your concerns to 

someone who can actually do something to address the issue. 

Enjoy the rain and keep appreciating this incredibly special estate we have the 

privilege to live on. 
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Notes from HWE Management 

• Please be aware that no one may swim in the dams, that includes dogs, 

people & horses. 

• If you are leaving your dog/s alone at home, please ensure they are not 

barking incessantly and disturbing your neighbours. Also, ensure they are 

safely enclosed within your gardens. Dogs on the loose are fair game for both 

the leopards, who are particularly active on the estate at present, as well as 

warthogs who do not take kindly to being chased and will seriously injure, or 

even kill your dog. 

• Remember only 2 dogs are allowed per household/plot of landowners on 

HWE. 

 

 

 Meet Your Neighbour   

In this section we introduce you to the amazing people on our estate, who 

perhaps even live down the road from you, and we get to know them a little 

better. 

 

 

We speak to John &Penny Lategan from Kanniedood road. 

 

 

Where were you born? 

John-I was born in East London; Penny-I was born in London, UK. 

 

When did you move to HWE & where did you live before? 

John-I moved here in 2014 

Penny-I moved here in 2018 

John-I lived in Haenertsberg before HWE and Penny lived in Johannesburg. 
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Do you have dogs, and if so, what are their names? 

We have a beautiful pitch-black Labrador called Tor 

 

Is there a particular wild animal that frequents your plot, and have you named 

them? 

We are fortunate in having a well-used game path through our property which is 

used by all the animals, including the leopard. 

We do not have “pet” names for any of the animals, but on Pridelands (our property 

across the tar/military road from HWE) we have Lagatha, a lion named after the 

Viking warrior queen, and Ezulweni, the magnificent bull elephant which visits 

occasionally.  

 

Are you retired or do you work here, and if so, what work do you do? 

John-I meant to retire, but then bought Pridelands and became involved in its 

management and also bought and renovated a house on HWE. I also started the 

Rotary Club of Hoedspruit when I moved here…some days I just manage my time. 

Penny retired as of March 2020 

 

Who is your hero and why? 

John-I do not have any heroes, but I do admire many historical figures i.e. 

The warrior King, Mzilikazi of the Ndebele and Hendrik Potgieter, the Voortrekker 

leader.; Jan Smuts for being the only great international statesman SÁ ever 

produced, Ronnie Reagan, Maggie Thatcher, Pope John Paul and FW de Klerk for 

the part he played in dismantling the nuclear arsenal (only world leader to do so) and 

releasing political prisoners and developing a democratic constitution. 
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What is your favourite part of living in the lowveld? 

…John- I am going to quote Peter Matthiessen from “The Tree where man was born” 

“…But the longing for Africa, once contracted, is an incurable condition which like 

Malaria, reoccurs again and again. It is not so much the need to see wild creatures-

though their multitudes, sounds, their forms and colours are endlessly exhilarating-as 

the need for our own renewal of that precious glimpse of Earth’s morning that stirred 

me so profoundly years ago…” 

Penny- the freedom within the estate of being able to enjoy the beauty of God’s 

creation, the birds, the animals, the sounds of the bushveld and the beauty of each 

season. 

What really bugs you about living in the bush? 

Mosquitoes 

 

Favourite bird? 

John-bee-eaters, roller, kingfishers are the prettiest 

Penny-Crested Barbet 

 

Favourite animal? 

John-elephant, again I quote Peter Matthiessen from “The Tree where man was 

born” 

“There is mystery behind that masked grey visage, and ancient life force, delicate & 

mighty, awesome & enchanted, commanding the silence ordinarily reserved for 

mountain peaks, great fires and the sea…” 

Penny-Kudu 

 

Do you cycle, bird watch, take photos, garden, run or fish?  

John-walk, gym and grow orchids. 

Penny-cycle, birdwatch, walk, tennis. 

 

If you could add anything to HWE, (e.g., extra bird hides, a wetland etc.) what 

would it be? 

John-a clubhouse for tennis courts & a swimming pool 

Penny-Ditto 
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How much do you love living on HWE? 

a.  It’s really nice 

b. It’s home 

c. Best place ever 

 

Thank you so much John & Penny Lategan for allowing us to interview you 

and introducing yourself to the residents of HWE. 

 

 

Birding Big Day 28/11/ 2020  

by Kenneth Gamble Photos by Jackie During 

HWE participates in its first ever “team” BBD 

 

As the day loomed ahead it, seemed as if most of us avid birders in the estate would 

be ambling around attempting to do a birding big day on our lonesome. Fortunately, 

the estates birders were able to ‘flock’ together are a plan was ‘hatched’. It was 

decided that those with a moment to spare on the Saturday of the big birding day 

would each move around independently in the estate and at the end of the day 

combine our lists in the hopes of producing an impressive total. Big birding day or 

not this was certainly exciting to give us all an idea of just how many birds our 

wonderful estate harbours in its various habitats! 

 

European Bee-eater 
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In the end our combined total for the Birding Big Day in the estate alone was 103 

species! A much higher total than many of us were even hoping for. In the end we 

ranked 214th out of 350 teams, certainly a nice achievement, just on the cusp of 

being in the top half for the day. But, as many in the Wildlife estate birders group can 

attest it was never really about how high we could score it was mainly to see how 

many little gems our piece of bush could produce. I thoroughly enjoyed moving 

through the different biomes looking for birds I hadn’t seen yet throughout the day.  

 

 

Black-backed Puffback in full mating display 

Some of the highlights of the day were: 

Black Cuckooshrike, African Pygmy Kingfisher and Owlets (African barred & Pearl-

spotted). 

Looking back on the total for the day in the estate alone I think it’s more than 

apparent how the estate really is a great birding destination right on the doorstep of 

Hoedspruit. With the many accommodation options coupled with a diverse network 

of trails and roads for game and bird viewing it is likely that holiday makers to 

Hoedspruit are more than capable of having a field day within the 670 ha of the 

estate! Not just for the sake of seeing game animals but also a diverse range of birds 

which are not always so easily spotted in Big 5 areas or national parks due to a lack 

of being able to freely roam different habitats. 

I think many of us in the Wildlife estate birders group sit with much optimism and 

excitement for the next birding day knowing some of the specials our estate is 

capable of providing! Hopefully with a few more participants we may just be able to 

best our personal best this year! 
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Egyptian Geese with goslings                                                                           Jacobin Cuckoo 

 

It’s a Girl! & other Leopard notes 

 

Text and Photos by Owen Gröbler 

In our previous issue of the HWE Telegraph, Mandla was thought to be a male; but as “he” 
grew older, and therefore easier to “see” Owen realized she is in fact a “she”. 
 

 
Mandla by Owen Gröbler 
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A few guidelines on how to behave if you spot a leopard on HWE 

 
 
 
 
We are incredibly privileged to reside on a wildlife estate and very rarely one of the 
shy peri-urban leopards may be seen on the property, after a discussion with Chris 
Stamper, a highly experienced guide we decided to share a few points on how to 
behave if you are fortunate enough to spot one on HWE.  
 
 
When on foot: 
 
1.)  If you are walking your dogs they will often pick up on the presence of a predator 
and be hesitant to take certain routes with you, listen to your dogs and walk another 
way.  
 
2.)  If you see a leopard whilst you are on foot, don’t panic and slowly keep moving 
away, trying not to maintain direct eye contact. Most times when you see a leopard 
and calmly carry on, the cat will stay where it is. Should you stop and point at the 
leopard then the animal knows its cover is blown and it will likely run away, your 
excited reaction may result in the cat charging you.  
 
3.)  Never follow the leopard into the veld, it has gone there because it is 
uncomfortable with your presence and wants to escape and remain hidden. 
 
 
When in a vehicle: 
 
1.)  Slow the vehicle to a halt and switch off the engine, keeping a healthy distance 
from the cat, this increases the chances of the leopard remaining calm and not 
feeling pressured, thus improving your chances of sighting the animal for longer. 
Remember that leopards rely on their secretive nature to survive and hunt, therefore 
the more space you give it the better your sighting will be as the cat is more likely to 
be comfortable and relaxed. Driving quickly towards the leopard in the vehicle is 
most likely going to scare it away.  
 
2.)  Respect the animal’s presence by quietly observing its movements, loud noise 
may frighten or annoy the leopard.  
 
3.)  DO NOT leave your vehicle and follow the cat on foot, you have no idea if the 
animal is injured, has cubs or feels cornered.  
 
Having monitored their movements over the last two years I have on rare occasion 
been fortunate enough to spot one of the transient Estate leopards, both on foot and 
in the vehicle. By following the above guidelines, I have had safe encounters every 
time. Please note that these are just guidelines from my personal experiences with 
Chris’s added insights. 
 
Happy spotting! 
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PHOTO Contest WINNERS!  

The winners of the first Fun Photo Contest are…. 

 

 
The WEB (Wildlife Estate Birders) Facebook Group and the HWE Sightings Group 

on Facebook were the platforms to enter the competition where you stood a chance 

to win 2 wonderful prizes if your photo was selected as the winning BEST SIGHTING 

capture or the winning BEST PHOTOGRAPH.  

The competition ran from November 25th, 2020 to February 19, 2021. 

 
 Chris Patton from SANParks and Andre Botha of EWT kindly agreed to select the 

winners for the Best Sighting Photo and Best Photo categories, respectively. 

 

Chris Patton is the Content Manager: Visitor Services Unit, South African National Parks 

(SANParks) and Andre Botha is Programme Manager: Vultures for Africa, Endangered 

Wildlife Trust Project Officer: Endangered Wildlife and Co-chair: IUCN SSC Vulture 

Specialist Group 

 
 
 
For the winner for Best Photo (or video) Sighting Capture Category, Chris Patton 
wrote: 
 
I want to give a very honourable mention to Miah Putter for her creative and artistic 
flair in her photos… as a young lady I think she has shown a real eye for 
photography and could take the subject further… particularly enjoyed her zebra and 
bushbuck eyes, and her mongoose paw… 
  
Ian Owtram, Attie Smith, Guy Leitch, Tim Gould, Anouk Banffer, Colin 
Johnson,  Elisabeth Savanna, Anthony de Boer, Theo Potgieter, Marta de Langa, 
Tom Vorster, Brent Abrahamse, Di Gibson, Lydia Schoeman, Angela Harvey Lang, 
Kevin McDonald, Dalene Johnson, and Jacqueline Tucker all submitted several 
stunning photos and deserve high commendations, and your angle on your Red 
Toad, Jackie During, was a fine entry too, among some other quality photos you 
submitted… 
  
Ilse Krige should get a special mention for the sheer volume of impressive 
shots…Also a talented lady… 
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I enjoyed Karen Werge Tilney’s hatching Thief Ants, Derek Smith’s Dung Beetle 
acrobatics, while Owen Grobler gets the jester award for his entry. 
  
Tim Banyan’s battle between python and monitor was an incredible sighting to 
document, particularly the photo with the pansy butterfly perched nonchalantly on the 
python.  This to me was the best sighting… and I could easily be persuaded that this 
was the winner… His Mamba in the water was good too… 
  
But Fabien Jacquemin’s entry of the dragonfly landing on the terrapin’s head on 
Hamerkop Dam on 26 November 2020 was for me the best photo… 
  
Really enjoyed scanning the entries – lots of talented people and great photographic 
subjects there in the estate… all of you keep the passion. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

            
BEST SIGHTING PHOTOGRAPH: Terrapin and Dragonfly by Fabien Jacquem 
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For the Best Photo Category Andre Botha wrote: 
 
I looked through the images posted between the 25th of November and 19th of 
February. In my opinion there is a clear winner in the sequence of photo’s of the life 
and death struggle between the Rock Monitor and the African Rock Python posted 
by Tim Baynham on the 14th of February. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

BEST PHOTOGRAPH\S Monitor & Python by Tim Baynham 
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BEST PHOTOGRAPH\S Monitor & Python by Tim Baynham 
 
The prize on offer for the BEST PHOTOGRAPH has generously been sponsored by 

Villiers Steyn. The winner can pick any ONE of the Online Photography courses 

Villiers offers!!...have a look here at this great prize: 

https://www.udemy.com/user/villierssteyn/ 

 

 

 

The prize for BEST SIGHTING PHOTOGRAPH has equally generously been 

sponsored by Karine Corre of LA Baguette. The winner will receive a selection of 

20 pastries/breads!! 

 

https://www.udemy.com/user/villierssteyn/
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Will Tim Baynham and Fabien Jacquemin please email Jackie.during@gmail.com to 

collect your prizes. 

 

CONGRATUALTIONS TO THE DESERVING WINNERS for their incredible 

photographs! 

 

We will be running another contest soon, keep an eye on the HWE Sightings and 

WEB Facebook groups for the announcement. 

 

 

PRETTY …or NOT?  

by Tom Vorster 

The roadside zinnias...are they indigenous? 

 

 

Did you know that pretty little red flower that you may see on the road verges or in 

gardens in the Estate is in fact an invasive alien from South America? 

Zinnia peruviana, commonly known as Redstar Zinnia or Peruvian Zinnia, is a 

subtropical and tropical, fast-growing, annual herb which has established itself in 

suitable habitats widely in many places in the world. 

It is reported to be amongst the top 30 invasive species recorded in the Kruger 

National Park. 

 

The Redstar Zinnia has been naturalised in South Africa for over a century, like the 

Cosmos flower found along road verges on the highveld, the Zinnia may have been 

imported from South America in fodder by the British for their horses during the 

Anglo-Boer War, or they might have been brought here as a garden flower.  

According to Common Weeds in South Africa by Mayda Henderson and Johan G 

Anderson, it is not regarded as a particularly troublesome weed. Being a pioneer 

plant, it is usually found on waste land and growing in disturbed areas such as heaps 

of rubble or rubbish. 

 

mailto:Jackie.during@gmail.com
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Photo by Tom Vorster                                            Photo by Theo Potgieter 

 

 

 

FAUNA & FLORA REPORT  

by Christiaan Steinmann 

Fauna and Flora report Feb 2021 

 

Rainfall figures 

From the 1st October until 1st March we had 638mm of rain in the Estate which is well 

above our average annual rainfall of 525mm. 

 

The grass has recovered very well, especially in the brush packing areas and this 

enabled management to stop with the supplementary feeding of the herbivores on 

the estate. The animals are in a relatively good condition and the female animals are 

coping well with their newborns. I’m sure most of us have spotted the zebra foals 

and giraffe calf. We do not plan to remove any more game until the end of summer 
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when a veld condition assessment and game census will be conducted. This will give 

us a better idea of the current carrying capacity of the veld. The warthog numbers 

will have to be looked at during the dry season.  

Management is looking at doing a lot of erosion control with gabion walls and 

reshaping of dirt roads and miter drains. Some roads might get blocked off while this 

work is in progress. 

Residents and visitors are reminded to please take extra care when driving in the 

estate to minimize the number of small mammals, reptiles and birds being killed on 

our roads in the estate.  

After doing some inspections throughout the estate we have noticed that a number 

of residents have invasive plant species planted in their gardens. We kindly request 

all invasive species are removed from the property.  

Residents are also reminded that you need a permit from the Department of 

Environmental affairs if you own any indigenous cycads. 

Below are some examples of those invasive species that need to be removed 

immediately.  

 

 

Spreading century plant: 
Agave Americana 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common name: 

Spreading century plant 

https://www.invasives.org.za/
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Scientific name: 

Agave Americana 

Alternative common names: 

Agave, Agave cactus, American agave, Century-plant, maguey 

It is a succulent shrub with a basal rosette of thick, heavy leaves up to 2 m high; 

suckers from the base; flowering pole 5-9 m tall. Leaves light grey, with toothed 

margins and terminal spine; leaves reflexed (as opposed to unreflexed in variety 

expansa); variegated forms have grey to dark green leaves with yellow or white 

margins and a central stripe. 

 

Additional Info: 

Where does this species come from? 

Mexico 

Where in South Africa is it a problem? 

Western Cape, Eastern Cape, KZN, Free State, Northern Cape, Limpopo, and 

Mpumalanga. 

How does it spread? 

This plant spreads laterally via suckers and can form very large and dense colonies 

over time. The seeds are also dispersed by both wind and water. Plants are most 

commonly spread into bushland areas in dumped garden waste. 

Why is it a problem? 

The plant eventually forms dense almost impenetrable thickets and has properties that 

can cause injury to people and animals. 

What does it look like? 

Leaves: Rosette - Light grey, with toothed margins and terminal spine; leaves 

unreflexed; variegated forms have grey to 

dark green leaves with yellow or white margins or central stripe.  

Flowers:Its upright flowers (7-10.5 cm long) are yellow or greenish-yellow in colour 

and have six very prominent stamens. Fruit/seeds: Capsule - Capsule 40 mm long. 
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Sisal: 
Agave sisalana 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common name: 

Sisal 

Scientific name: 

Agave sisalana (Agavaceae) 

Alternative common names: 

Garingboom (Afrikaans) 

Succulent shrub with thick, sword-shaped leaves in a basal rosette up to 2m high. The 

leaves are bright green with tiny toothed to smooth margins. Greenish yellow flowers 

are borne on a 5-6m tall flowering spike from December to March. Leaves are 

poisonous to animals and livestock. 

 

Additional Info: 

Where does this species come from? 

Mexico 

What is its invasive status in South Africa? 

Existing legislation: CARA 2002 – Category 2 NEMBA – Category 2: 

These species are controlled under NEMBA, 2004 Category 2. 

Category 2 invasive species may only be grown or kept within a demarcated area 

under a permit, which is granted under very few circumstances: this is primarily for 

commercial species. 

Outside of these demarcated areas, these species are NEMBA 1b species. 

Where in South Africa is it a problem? 

All provinces of South Africa 

 

https://www.invasives.org.za/
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How does it spread? 

Seeds and suckering 

Why is it a problem? 

Competes with indigenous species. Prolific suckering can create impenetrable thickets 

especially where plantations have been abandoned, rendering the land useless for 

grazing. Leaves are poisonous to livestock. 

What does it look like? 

General description: Succulent shrub with thick, sword-shaped leaves in a basal 

rosette up to 2m high. Leaves: The leaves are bright green with tiny toothed to smooth 

margins. Flowers: Greenish yellow flowers are borne on a 5-6m tall flowering spike 

from December to March. Fruit/seeds: Capsules up to 40mm long. 

Plant me instead alternatives: 

Aloe species 

Queen of the night: 
Cereus hexagonus 
 

 

 
Common name: 
 
Queen of the night 
 
Scientific name: 
 
Cereus hexagonus 
 
 

https://www.invasives.org.za/
https://www.invasives.org.za/
https://www.invasives.org.za/
https://www.invasives.org.za/
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Alternative common names: 
 
Blue cereus,Tall columnar cactus, Cacto columnar, Lady of the night   
 
Queen of the night is a treelike cactus that grows like a candelabrum with a short thick 
trunk from the top of which it sends out cylindrical shoots which as soon as they have 
room rise straight upwards in fluted pillars up to 15 metres height Such a plant with 
pillars rising side by side and almost touching one another has a curious resemblance 
to an organ with its pipes and thence its name organo. It forms a trunk 30-40 cm in 
diameter usually branching near the base. 
 
 
 
Additional Info: 
Where does this species come from? 
 
Southern America 
 
What is its invasive status in South Africa? 
 
NEMBA Category 1. 
These species are controlled under NEMBA, 2004 Category 1b. 
Category 1b are invasive species that may not be owned, imported into South Africa, 
grown, moved, sold, given as a gift or dumped in a waterway. 
 
Where in South Africa is it a problem? 
 
Limpopo Province 
 
How does it spread? 
 
By birds and water 
 
Why is it a problem? 
 
Bird-dispersed seeds have resulted in the spread of the cactus into the savanna of the 
warmer and arid parts of South Africa, where it reduces the carrying capacity of land 
by preventing livestock and game to shelter under shade trees during the hottest parts 
of the day. 
What does it look like? 
 
Leaves: No leaves, only many stems  
Flowers: White flowers Fruit/seeds: Pale red fruit, (20 cm) long 
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 Prickly Pear:  
(Opuntia ficus-indica) (Cactaceae) 

 

 

 

Common Name: 

Prickly pear 

Alternative Names: 

Sweet Prickly Pear or Mission Prickly Pear 

Where does this species come from? 
Mexico 

It is a tree or tall shrub, up to 5 m tall, with a thick, woody trunk.  The stems are divided 
into flattened, narrow, elliptical segments or leaf pads (cladodes) that are green but 
covered with a dull, bluish wax.  In the invasive form, the cladodes and trunk are armed 
with one or more long (up to 2.5 cm), white spines per areole. Furthermore, short, fine 
bristles (glochids) occur on all the areoles. Prickly pear produces orange flowers that 
open during the day, and which give rise to elliptical or egg-shaped fruits with colours 
ranging from yellow and orange to red and purple. Despite numerous glochid-bearing 
areoles, the fruits have a pale, sweet pulp, which makes them very popular with 
humans, other mammals and frugivorous birds. 

 Centuries ago, a hybrid, which had been selected for spinelessness and high fruit 
quality, was introduced into South Africa, where a variety of cultivars are still being 
used as a source of fruit and fodder, and as a hedge plant.  Subsequently, spiny forms 
have emerged from these spineless cultivars through cross-pollination. Whereas the 
spineless cultivars are browsed by various animals, the spiny form is protected from 
herbivores, thus gaining a competitive advantage that allows them to gradually 
displace the natural vegetation and pastures.  The seeds are dispersed effectively by 
birds, humans, and other mammals. Prickly pear is present throughout the country but 
invades mainly dry and rocky places in the savanna, thicket and karoo. 

 
 
 

https://www.arc.agric.za/arc-ppri/Fact%20Sheets%20Library/Prickly%20pear,%20Opuntia%20ficus-indica.pdf
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What is its invasive status in South Africa? 
 
NEMBA Category 1 
These species are controlled under NEMBA, 2004 Category 1b. 
Category 1b are invasive species that may not be owned, imported into South Africa, 
grown, moved, sold, given as a gift or dumped in a waterway. 
However, all spineless cultivars and selections (commonly known as Cactus Pear) 

are exempt from this legislation and may be cultivated without legal objections. 

It is a tree or tall shrub, up to 5 m tall, with a thick, woody trunk.  The stems are divided 
into flattened, narrow, elliptical segments or leaf pads (cladodes) that are green but 
covered with a dull, bluish wax.  In the invasive form, the cladodes and trunk are armed 
with one or more long (up to 2.5 cm), white spines per areole. Furthermore, short, fine 
bristles (glochids) occur on all the areoles. Prickly pear produces orange flowers that 
open during the day, and which give rise to elliptical or egg-shaped fruits with colours 
ranging from yellow and orange to red and purple. Despite numerous glochid-bearing 
areoles, the fruits have a pale, sweet pulp, which makes them very popular with 
humans, other mammals and frugivorous birds. 

 

 

Important Contact Numbers  

 

HWE office: 015 793 1188 / 015 793 1609 

General Manager (Nic Naylor): 083 320 9831 

Financial Manager (Nita Scholtz): 073 630 3800 

Security Control Room: 065 807 0888 

Snake Removal: Damien Ellett: 082 401 8757 

                   Ian Owtram: 083 286 8281 

                             Tim Baynham: 073 934 6156 

Reptile Park: 015 795 5203 / 082 299 

 

If you would like your photos taken on HWE to be showcased in the gallery, please 

email them to jackie.during@gmail.com 

 

mailto:jackie.during@gmail.com
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PHOTO GALLERY  

Photos taken by HWE Residents 
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