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From the Chair… 

A letter from our chairman of the HWE HOA, Anthony de Boer 

 

Dear HWE Residents 

A couple of weeks ago we held our Hoedspruit Wildlife Estate (HWE) 

Homeowners’ Association (HOA) annual general meeting (AGM). On behalf of 
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the HOA Board, I would like to thank all the members of the HOA who made 

themselves available for the AGM. Your participation is highly appreciated and 

in fact is essential in terms of the effective management and operation of 

HWE. Despite the delays due to the challenges experienced keeping our online 

members included, the meeting covered some important ground. Thank you 

for your constructive participation and patience.  

It is important to note that the HOA Board is an elected body of volunteers 

who broadly represent the interests of the HOA members i.e., the HWE 

property owners. I feel incredibly privileged to work with this dedicated group 

of people who offer up their time, expertise, energy, and ideas to try, in the 

best way they know how, to keep the estate operating effectively and in a way 

that suits the majority of its members. 

It stands to reason that some of the matters the HOA Board is expected to deal 

with will be difficult, complex and in many cases, controversial. It also stands to 

reason that when some of these issues are particularly complex and potential 

solutions extremely controversial, that the HOA Board acts with due diligence, 

which may mean seeking broad input from experts, experienced individuals, 

and members to inform a way forward. To perform its role effectively, the HOA 

Board expects support and involvement from its members, whether in the 

form of providing potential solutions, giving constructive criticism, or providing 

useful input by responding to polls issued by the HOA Board from time to time. 

We are extremely privileged to live on this magnificent estate. Many years of 

hard work by previous boards and management teams have grown the estate 

to be what it is today. It is up to each one of us to ensure that we do our part 

to continue developing the estate and keeping it the amazing place it is. On 

that note I would like to recognise the great work being done by our estate 

management team, which sees to the day-to-day operations of the estate and 

consists of Nicholas Naylor, the General Manager, assisted by Nita Scholtz, our 

Financial Manager, Sydwell Kubayi our Staff Co-ordinator and Jana Lamprecht, 

our Admin Clerk. Fourteen staff members are currently employed to do 

maintenance, projects and refuse handling.  This relatively small team of highly 

dedicated people do an incredible job, and I would like to thank them for the 

excellent work they do to keep our estate functioning as well as it does. 

Please feel free to contact the HOA Board directly with any concerns, ideas, 

proposals etc. We welcome your participation in the process of managing this 

exceptional estate. 
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Theo Potgieter of AfriGuided Safaris did a day trip through our estate and 

recorded his sightings for us highlighting the incredible diversity of animals, 

birds, and plant life we live amongst; Theo writes…  

It is an absolute privilege to share, learn and appreciate nature with ALL 

visitors and residents of our Wildlife Estate, where animals call the shots. 

I have been blessed with many wonderful and amazing sightings being a nature 

guide under normal/interrupted challenges…one thing is for sure, respect and 

appreciation for nature will bring you back to your roots and spoil you with the 

most amazing experiences and sightings. 

Nature has no hidden agenda and no preferences…it is an OPEN book, and we 

will forever remain students. 

Below are tracks and signs left on our estate which Situational Awareness reveals to us; here 

Impalas left their signature while in rutt: 

 

  Just because you do not see or hear them, doesn’t 

mean that they are not around…tracks and signs 

make one aware of your surroundings. 

                

                              Hyena on the left and Waterbuck, baboon and distorted Impala tracks on the right. 

A DAY TRIP ON HWE 
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      Leopard                                                     Leopard on the right,                                           Civet 

                                                                       domestic dog on the top left 

 

There are always eyes and ears around… 
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Even dead trees are an abundance of life… 

                                

 

 



6 
 

Nature provides not only for these monkeys, but bushbabies also feast on tree 

gum (it constitues 80% of their diet.) 
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The smell of Wild Basil is mesmerising…   

  

 

Wild Cotton has been around long before 1st Aid kits… 
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Caterpillar bush is so named because the fruits resemble caterpillars… 

 

 

...and signs of warthog scraping their way past in the rainy/mud bath season… 
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No matter how big or small…everything is fascinating to observe… 
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…and now for the birds seen on this day… 

 Yellow-bellied Greenbul 

 Fork-tailed Drongo 

   White-crested helmet-shrike 
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    Yellow-breasted Apalis 

       

    Red-headed Weaver 

    

Bearded Scrub-Robin                                          juvenile Black-headed Oriole 
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Thank you so much to Theo for taking the time to record and show us all the amazing 

wildlife that can be seen on our estate. If you would like to contact Theo for a guided walk or 

drive, please email him: afriguided@gmail.com 

 

 

HWE PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB 

 

Words: Ilse Krige 

 

We moved into our house in HWE in April 2018 and promptly joined the 

Facebook groups set up for nature sightings on the estate.  We have been 

amazed at the photographic talent amongst our neighbours, who are using a 

variety of cameras, ranging from high-end equipment to cell phones.  The 

interest range also appears to be wide, from macro to sunsets to mammals to 

birds to shadows to patterns. 

Having been members of a photographic club before, we are aware of the 

opportunity for growth such association with other enthusiasts offers, and we 

were keen to meet up with fellow-photographers again. 

The downside of a formal club is just that, the formality.  Since shaking the city 

dust off our feet, we were not in the mood for strictures regarding the number 

of photos that needed to be submitted at certain deadlines, the formal PSSA 

rules and the judging and score allocations that often left me, to be frank, a bit 

demoralised.  While fully agreeing that there is a place for guidelines, 

competition, and regulation, we also feel that photography is an art, where 

beauty is in the eye of the beholder, rules are meant to be broken and 

experimentation encouraged. 

We tested the waters regarding an informal photographic group (not a club) for 

all residents of Hoedspruit Wildlife Estate who are interested in photography, 

mailto:afriguided@gmail.com
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no matter their experience and knowledge-level or equipment.  The response 

was good, and we opted to start with a Facebook group during these times of 

COVID-19-uncertainty.  The ultimate aim is for group members to showcase 

their work in all genres of photography, to learn from and be inspired by each 

other, to socialise around a common interest, to go on informal outings to 

photogenic places, to pool resources to access experts for talks and just to have 

fun with our cameras. 

The Facebook group (https://www.facebook.com/groups/hwephoto) was 

launched on 17/05/21 and is open to all permanent residents of HWE.  We have 

35 members already; participation has been enthusiastic and the contributions 

beautiful.  Tim and Sue Gould have kindly joined Brent and Ilse as administrators 

of the group. 

To spice matters up a bit, we have been setting a monthly theme for photos 
taken only in that month, May being “Turn” and June being “Shadows”.  The 
rationale behind this is to encourage the group members to think outside the 
box and to look for opportunities away from their comfort zone.  The May theme 
resulted in amazing and innovative submissions, so I am looking forward to the 
June submissions with great excitement.  We also have a weekly “S.O.O.C (with 
a twist) Sundays” challenge, where members are invited to post an image twice, 
firstly Straight Out Of Camera and then after their Edit along with their thoughts 
on the process.  This has also been quite an eye-opening learning experience so 
far, as it gives one an insight into the artistic and technical thinking of the author 
of an image. 

Please feel free to join, admire the submissions and share your work (within the 

scope of the group rules, though).  The group welcomes constructive comments, 

questions about all matters photographic, tips as well as suggestions regarding 

photo-worthy subjects. 

The submissions chosen to accompany this piece is no indication of superiority 

over other submissions, I am just hoping this arbitrary selection will whet the 

appetite of our fellow residents and motivate them to join the group, bringing 

more opinions, insights, and experience into the pool. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/hwephoto
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Images – General Submissions: 

 

                         Di Gibson 

 

            Lydia Schoeman 
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Images – S.O.O.C. Submissions: 

 

 

                                  Jackie During 
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                                             Tim Gould 

Images – Theme Submissions “Turn”): 

 

 

                   Loreen McDonald 
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 Sue Gould 

                                                        Sue Gould 

 

 

This is the second Fun Photo Contest which is run off the HWE Sightings and 

WEB Facebook pages.  

BEST BIRD PHOTO category was judged by TREVOR HARDAKER of 

www.zestforbirds.co.za 

Trevor had this to say… 

As I was judging best bird photo, I looked at a number of issues in the photos. I 

considered the technical side of things e.g., focus and sharpness, handling of 

light and exposure, etc and then also looked at things like background (was it 

distracting or not), composition, etc. So, pretty much all the usual aspects that 

photos would be judged upon in any other “best photo” category. 

Based on all of the criteria, I felt that Owen Grobler’s photo of the Southern 
White-faced Scops Owl posted on 14 March was the one that met all of the 
criteria most successfully and, therefore, I have chosen it as the best bird photo 
posted between March and May. Night-time shots are always tougher to 
handle in terms of light and exposure, but this one was handled very well. The 
composition and background also work very well in the photo. The subject is 
positioned over to the one side and looking towards the other side of the 

HWE FUN PHOTO CHALLENGE NO 2 

http://www.zestforbirds.co.za/
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frame. We can immediately see that the bird was in a tree as there are 
branches and leaves around, but the bird is well positioned in the frame that 
the background is clean behind it making it pop out a little and not having 
anything distracting behind it. Overall, I think it’s a very nice photo and well 
done to Owen Grobler for pulling this shot off.   
 

THE WINNING PHOTO of a White-faced Scops Owl by Owen Grobler 
 
 

 THE BEST BIRD SIGHTING PHOTO category was judged by MARK ANDERSON 
CEO of BirdLife South Africa 

 
Mark said… 
I like all of the below pics (and many others!), but I think the scrub-robin is my 
favourite sighting photo.                 
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THE WINNING PHOTO of a White-browed Scrub-Robin by Kevin McDonald 

 
 
Congratulations!! Kevin McDonald and Owen Grobler please email 
jackie.during@gmail.com to collect your prizes! 
 
 

 

mailto:jackie.during@gmail.com
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Kevin Mc Donald wins a day (with a partner) at UMGEDE UNDERGROUND 
BIRDHIDE in the ANTARES BIG 5 BUSH CAMP. 
 

 
 
 

Owen Grobler wins any painting of his choice by Dalene Johnson 
 

Paintings by Dalene Johnson 
If you would like to commission a painting from Dalene, please call her on 

+27834305858 
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Meet Your Neighbour   

 

In this section we introduce you to the amazing people on our estate, who 

perhaps they live down the road from you, and get to know them a little better. 

In this issue we speak to Athol and Dalene Johnson on Wag ‘n Bietjie road. 

 

Where were you born? 

Athol was born in in Boksburg and Dalene in Benoni (South Africa) 

When did you move to HWE & where did you live before? 

We bought a stand in 2014 and built a house which was completed in October 

of 2019.We are still based primarily in Boksburg and try to visit Hoedspruit 

once a month. We will be relocating permanently to HWE in February of 2022. 

Do you have dogs, and if so, what are their names? 

One little dog called Truffles. 

 

Is there a particular wild animal that frequents your plot, and have you 

named them? 
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There is a male warthog which we named Boris and a male Duiker we named 

Danny. 

Are you retired or do you work here, and if so, what work do you do? 

Dalene is a housewife and artist 

Athol is a veterinarian practicing in Boksburg and will be retiring when we 

move to HWE in February 2022. 

Who is your hero and why? 

Athol-I don’t really have a hero… 

Dalene-I don’t have a hero as such but I do enjoy watching tennis and my 

sporting hero is Roger Federer. 

What is your favourite part of living in the lowveld? 

To live in the lowveld is a dream come true after living in Gauteng for so long. 

Our main interest is birds, but we just love the amazing diversity of life on the 

estate. From insects, to reptiles, to animals, to trees and plant life. There is a 

never-ending source of amazement. We learn something every day. The 

availability of life is exceptional. Everyone is so friendly. 

What really bugs you about living in the bush? 

Nothing really-we just love it here. 

Favourite bird? 

Athol-Martial Eagle 

Dalene-love owls 

Favourite bird call for both of us is the Woodland Kingfisher. 

Favourite animal? 

Athol-Hyena, especially when they call at night when you are sitting next to 

your braai fire. 

Dalene-Cheetah 

Do you cycle, bird watch, take photos, garden, run or fish?  

Athol-Cycling, birding, walking 

Dalene-Birding, walking, wildlife art and sometimes scrapbooking. 
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If you could add anything to HWE, (e.g. extra bird hides, a wetland etc.) what 

would it be? 

Maybe a bench or two at the dams. 

How much do you love living on HWE? 

a.  It’s really nice 

b. It’s home 

c. Best place ever!!!! 

 

Thank you so much for allowing us to interview you and introducing yourself 

to the residents of HWE. 

 

 

Important Contact Numbers  

 

HWE office: 015 793 1188 / 015 793 1609 

General Manager (Nic Naylor): 083 320 9831 

Financial Manager (Nita Scholtz): 073 630 3800 

Security Control Room: 065 807 0888 

Snake Removal: Damien Ellett: 082 401 8757 

                   Ian Owtram: 083 286 8281 

                             Tim Baynham: 073 934 6156 

Reptile Park: 015 795 5203 / 082 299 
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Sightings Gallery  

Photos taken by HWE Residents 

 

   

Bateleur by Di Gibson                                                            Tree Agama by Di Gibson 

 

                     Marico Sunbird by Miah Putter 
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Aardvark by Karen Tilney   

  

Sunset Stop by Leon Putter 
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 Genet by Owen Grobler 

 

                                           Slender Mongoose by Theo Potgieter 
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Scrub Hare by Theo Potgieter 

 

 

 

 

                                    Black Backed Jackal by Thierry Bolanger 
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Levaillant’s Cuckoo by Tim Gould 

 

White-belied Sunbird & Yellow-bellied Sand Snake by Jackie During 
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Immature African Fish Eagle by Jackie During                                         Barred Owlet by Jackie During 

   

Purple Roller by Jackie During                        Male Horned Baboon Spider unscathed after mating   

                                                                            By Yvonne Jackaman                                                     
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If you would like to contribute articles or photographs to this newsletter, please 

email your submissions to Jackie.during@gmail.com 

All relevant submissions are most welcome! 

 

Fish Eagle at Fish Eagle Dam by Jackie During 

mailto:Jackie.during@gmail.com

