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Dear HWE Residents 

I am hopeful that the wonderful rain we have had this season so far is an 

indication of a prosperous 2022 for us all. After almost two years of lockdown, 
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we certainly need some good news and good rain in our part of the world is 

always good news and hopefully a good omen as well.  

Let me take this opportunity to wish all the members of the Hoedspruit 

Wildlife Estate (HWE) and all the estate staff everything of the very best for the 

year that lies ahead.  

There are many things to love about living in HWE, but the thing that I really 

enjoy is the fact that it is a family estate. What exactly do I mean when I say it 

is a “family estate”? I’m not sure whether this is factually correct or not, but it 

seems there are many young families living on the estate. While cycling or 

walking on the estate I often come across both young and old out and about. 

Walking dogs, jogging, cycling, birding or just playing in the street, there are 

always people actively enjoying the safe and beautiful environment our estate 

offers. I also find that when I am in my own garden, I often hear the sounds of 

children playing outdoors.  

I’m not sure whether being a teacher and having worked my entire adult life 

with children makes a difference but I love the fact that young people around 

here relish being outdoors. If one thinks of how few children nowadays spend 

any meaningful time outside and away from some screen or another, we 

should all be ecstatic that our youngsters play outdoors. Sadly, however, it 

seems that not everyone feels the same way. Our security control room has of 

late received complaints from some HWE residents about children and/or 

families making noise while playing or socialising outdoors during the day. Of 

course, there will be some noise associated with people socialising around a 

braai or children playing in a swimming pool. This is the nature of being 

interactive, social and playful beings. It seems ludicrous that people living in a 

residential estate and socialising outdoors during the day should have the 

estate security called on them. 

There is clearly a difference between people partying with loud music playing 

and normal socialising at a braai or around the pool. On an estate like ours, I 

would like to think that anyone who has a concern about what is happening at 

a property close by would first make the effort to engage with the owners of 

the property in question. I believe that good neighbourliness presupposes that 

we try to engage constructively with those we share this estate with. It really 

also should go without saying that we must be considerate of our neighbours 

when hosting social gatherings at our homes.  
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As I have mentioned before, we are extremely fortunate and privileged to live 

on this beautiful estate. We are also fortunate that we share the estate to a 

very large extent with people who love the bush and who enjoy the healthy 

lifestyle that is possible in this wonderful natural environment. Let’s make 

2022 a year of good neighbourliness, where we make the effort to know our 

neighbours, and to settle any differences we may have, by constructive 

engagement. 

Please feel free to contact the HOA Board directly with any concerns, ideas, 

proposals etc. We welcome your participation in the process of managing this 

exceptional estate. 

Ant de Boer 

HWE HOA Board Chair 

 

NOTES FROM MANAGEMENT: 

 
 
We have purchased fauna and flora posters which will be put up in the bird hides 
These will help residents and visitors to identify all the bird and other animal 
species they may see at the hides, or on the estate. 

        
  

Residents, as well as visitors, are reminded NOT to make open fires at the 
dams. If wanting to cook food, please ONLY use a gas “skottel” braai. This is 
especially important as we will soon be moving into the dry, winter months. 
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Cyclists are asked to please stick to the cycle tracks and not to make any new, 
unnecessary tracks. Report any issues on the cycle tracks to the office and it 
would be helpful if a location pin could be included in the report.  
We are requesting, once again, if you have any suggestions for adding 
improvements to the estate, to please email or pop into the office with your 
ideas as we welcome such suggestions and look forward to hearing from you. So 
far, we have had requests for a common area with playgrounds, picnic tables, 
etc…keep them coming! 
 
The estate is a member of Plaaswag, but if there is an issue where their help 
may be required, the estate will have to call them. If an individual member 
would like to still pay private membership, you may do so as I am sure they 
would appreciate the funds. 
 
We would also like to urge residents to do a self-assessment of your property 
with regards to outside lights. Please be reminded that lights should be a warm 
white in colour, outside lights are to be limited to what is only necessary and 
that they must shine down to the ground.  Lights are not to remain burning 
throughout the night. If possible, add motion sensors so that when you arrive 
home, they turn on and then by the time you are in your house, they switch 
off. 
 
There are unfortunately still too many foreign objects ending up at the 
sewerage plant, if members can please be far more vigilant as to what they are 
flushing down into the system. 
 
Dogs are to be kept on leashes at ALL times when walking them off of your 
property within the estate, including the greenbelt. 
 
And finally, the estate has measured 394mm of rainfall since September 2021. 
 

 One of The Best… 
By Jackie During HWE HOA Director of Communications 

 
For the first time HWE was ranked in the top 10 Eco/Wildlife Estate in South 
Africa by New World Wealth. We find ourselves amongst some of the most 
exclusive estates in the country, as well as the three estates from Hoedspruit 
area alone. 
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This is no small achievement, and it goes without saying that much of the 
credit goes to our incredible management team, headed up by Nicholas 
Naylor. Nic is consistent, diligent and no task is too small or big for his 
enthusiastic and practical approach to the myriad of situations running this 
estate presents. His office staff, Nita and Jana, as well as all the other staff 
headed up by Sidwell, all pull together cohesively and with equal enthusiasm 
making this estate the success it has grown into. 
 
The HOA Board of Directors are also to be thanked for their tireless attention 
and dedication to the countless facets of overseeing the management of HWE. 
The board voluntarily spend countless hours consulting with management, 
experts in the relevant fields, debating and finally guiding decisions and 
management principles which govern the ultimate success of our magnificent 
estate. 
 
Last but most certainly not least, it is the vast majority of the residents who, 
with the best interests of the estate in mind, stand together in their 
appreciation and thorough enjoyment of living in such a privileged 
environment. These wonderful residents contribute, maintain, and willingly 
adhere to the ethos of HWE and are to be thanked equally for playing their 
part in reaching such a prestigious position amongst estates in South Africa. 
 
Let’s raise a glass to everyone who contributes to this special place called 
Hoedspruit Wildlife Estate and may we continue striving to maintain our 
enviable position as a much sought-after environment to call home. 
https://newworldwealth.com/reports/f/the-top-wildlife-estates-and-safari-lodges-for-
the-wealthy-in-sa 
 
 

 Wild Planet Safari  

By Ryan Ker (including photos) 
 

TREES on HOEDSPRUIT WILDLIFE ESTATE  

Part 2 

 

https://newworldwealth.com/reports/f/the-top-wildlife-estates-and-safari-lodges-for-the-wealthy-in-sa
https://newworldwealth.com/reports/f/the-top-wildlife-estates-and-safari-lodges-for-the-wealthy-in-sa
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It always amazes me how the bushveld can green up over such a short period. 

The estate looks amazing in the summertime, so lush and green. Sometimes I 

wish it could stay this way all year round. The trees are all looking so good, it is 

hard to choose which ones to write about for this edition of the telegraph. 

After searching the green belt for some inspiration, I decided to bring it a bit 

closer to home and chose the Kanniedood trees.  

Kanniedood translated to English is “cannot die”, and this is the perfect 

description for this family of trees. The trees are often pushed over by 

elephants, they enjoy eating the succulent roots and the trees are pushed over 

to access the leaves at the top of the crown. As long as some part of the root 

remains in the ground, the pushed over tree will continue to grow.   

The Kanniedood are also common in some very arid parts of Southern Africa 

and seem to thrive in very harsh conditions where other trees struggle. The 

corkwood trees are one of the first trees to lose their leaves in Autumn and 

once all their leaves have dropped, the trees look very scraggly and sickly and 

appear as though they are dying.  Then they spring back to life in the 

Springtime. These are the reasons for the name Kanniedood. The English 

common name is the Corkwood and refers to the soft wood of the tree. 

There are 2 species of Kanniedood trees that are very common on the estate. 

The first is Commiphora mollis, the velvet corkwood or the Fluweelkanniedood. 

This is a medium sized tree that at first can appear to look like a marula tree, 

the bark flakes in the same disk-shaped flakes as the marula tree. Once you get 

a bit closer to the tree the bark starts to look a bit sickly and has various shades 

of green, yellow, and pink amongst the overall grey colour of the bark.  
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The leaves are a grey green colour and change to a yellow in autumn. The new 

branchlets and leaves have very fine velvety hairs that are super soft to the 

touch, and these give the tree the name Velvet Corkwood.  The velvet 

corkwood is not heavily browsed by game and can be a good tree to plant in 

the garden outside of a fence. It is very easy to grow and will grow in almost 

any soil type; just cut a branch and plant in a planter’s bag with soil. Let the 

plant root and grow in the bag for a few months and then replant in your 

garden.  

  

The Velvet corkwood is a favourite tree for many hairy caterpillars, and you 

can almost always find a few on the tree during the summer months, as well as 

the birds that come to prey on them.  

The Velvet Corkwood gets a small oval fruit that is covered in tiny hairs. This 

fruit is not at all tasty and leaves a powdery feel in the mouth. However, the 

Yellow billed hornbills love to eat the fruit and you can often find the black and 

white seeds spread about decks and patios courtesy of the hornbill droppings. 

The roots of the velvet corkwood are filled with moisture and humans would 

eat the roots for their moisture during dry periods, the wood of the velvet 

corkwood is very soft and has been used to make utensils such as cups and 

mugs, but not much else. 
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The second Corkwood, or Kanniedood, that is common on the estate is 

Commiphora Africana, the Poison Grub Corkwood or Gifkanniedood. The 

Poison Grub Corkwood is a small tree that rarely grows over 4m high.  

 

There is a species of insect called a Flea beetle and the grubs of the beetle feed 

on the poison grub Corkwood. They pupate under the ground beneath the 

tree. The Khoisan would dig up the cocoon and squeeze the insides of the 

pupating grub onto the binding of their arrowheads and this would make their 

arrows extremely lethal; this is what gives this tree its common name.  

                                              

The branchlets end in very sharp and strong spine tips, these spines can have 

leaves on them and can carry fruit. Most of the Poison grub corkwoods on the 
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estate are small and more like a shrub, and many people would have 

experienced scratches from walking to close to their sharp spines.  The fruit is 

similar to the Velvet Corkwood and does not taste good.  

 

The poison grub corkwood is super easy to grow from cuttings and can be used 

as an impenetrable live fence. Cut a few branches and plant them in planters’ 

bags. After a few months plant them on the outside along your existing fence. 

They will grow and their sharp spines will keep the animals such as warthogs 

from breaking through your fencing.  

Poison Grub corkwoods can be found in nearly every garden throughout the 

estate as well as the green belt. 

 

 The Prize…. 

By Jackie During (including photos) 

As you may remember, Owen Grobler was the winner of our Best Bird Photo 

contest which we ran last year, and his incredible prize was a painting of his 

choice by artist, Dalene Johnson. 
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We met up with Owen and his lovely wife, Katie-Nicole, at Hamerkop Dam, 

where Dalene, along with her husband, Athol (and of course their Truffles, and 

my Tiger), to hand over the stunning prize. 

 

 

                          From left to right: Katie-Nicole, Owen, Dalene, Athol and Truffles. 

 

 

 

Owen sent these words in thanks for his lovely prize: 

“I would like to thank Dalene for the wonderful work of art that she created for me. I 

adore this painting and have hung it above my office desk. I will always cherish this 

painting as it is a warm reminder of a leopard cub sighting, I was lucky to have on 

the Hoedspruit Wildlife Estate, in the Summer of 2020.” 
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Hoedspruit Tracking Club…. 

 

Greetings…my name is Kate de Kock. Like so many of you, it brings me great 

joy to belong to a happy group of people who consider themselves extremely 

fortunate to live in a town like Hoedspruit and in particular, on the Hoedspruit 

Wildlife Estate. As a born and bred Lowvelder, I have always been exposed to 

the bush and it is deeply ingrained in my soul. My husband, Phil, and I have 

been in the wildlife industry for over 40 years. We are lucky enough to have 

children and grandchildren who live here too, so we are well and truly 

ensconced! 

It was therefore with great excitement, and a song in my heart, that I joined a 

gathering of enthusiastic, like-minded bodies for the very first Hoedspruit 

Tracking Community outing on a glorious lowveld morning on the 15th of 

January 2022.  

Hoedspruit Tracking Community is the brainchild of Lee Gutteridge and Kersey 

Lawrence, who are well known as a formidable force in the world of tracking. 

Their aim is to showcase the intricacy of the smaller stuff around us in the 

environment on our doorsteps; to stop and look with intent at the tiny signs 

left by the multitude of creatures that we are so very privileged to live 

amongst. Both Lee and Kersey generously emphasized the fact that there 

would be no cost involved for these events. 

The morning started off with everyone gathering at African Rock Lodge at 8am 

and we slowly meandered down Ghwarrie street to Hammerkop Dam, Lee and 

Kersey’s incredible radar eyes immediately coming into play. This is not 

something you do in a hurry as there is simply too much to take in. I’m not 

going to list everything we saw in this article but suffice to say…and I’m not 

complaining… it took us 2 hours to walk about 1km! Absolutely nothing goes 

unnoticed or ignored, and there was a new surprise to discover every few 

meters along the way. We identified the most beautiful mantid oetheca 

(Praying mantid egg case) the trail of an antlion, several small flowers and 

forbes, giraffe, waterbuck and duiker tracks, signs left by millipedes, dung 

beetles and leaf-cutting ants, the tracks of a nocturnal Thick-Knee and the list 
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goes on and on. Thanks to you, Lee and Kersey, my usual daily bush walk on 

the estate, now takes twice as long to complete!  

It seems that this amazing duo had an answer to every question, no matter 

how seemingly insignificant, and Hoedspruit being Hoedspruit, there were 

several attendees who were capable of stepping in to assist where need be. 

They were extremely patient with the younger members of our party too…no 

questions were treated as trivial. 

You know that feeling when you discover a beautiful secret spot, that you 

don’t actually want to share with anyone? Or when you read an article in a 

magazine about some hidden gem and you go “Ag! No man! Why did they go 

and tell everyone this?” Well, (tongue in cheek), this is the way I feel about my 

experience with Lee and Kersey, but here I am sharing my enthusiasm with you 

anyway! 

The next event is on Saturday 19th February at the Blue Mountain Restaurant in 

the Blyde Wildlife Estate. I can absolutely assure you that it will be a morning 

well spent. We are so proud to be a part of this incredible community of 

Hoedspruit and of the newly established Hoedspruit Tracking Community. 

 I cannot emphasize enough, my appreciation to Kersey Lawrence and Lee 

Gutteridge, organizers, and professional guides, who gave their time and 

energy on a Saturday morning to share their vast knowledge with us all. I think 

I speak on behalf of everyone who attended, and it is wonderful to have them 

as part of our district. 

 

Impala                                           Zebra                                                Giraffe by Jason Kipling 

To join the Hoedspruit Tracking Club, please join the Facebook group: 

Hoedspruit Tracking Community 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/475185740632565/?ref=share 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/475185740632565/?ref=share
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Meet Your Neighbour   

 

In this section we introduce you to the amazing people on our estate, who 

perhaps they live down the road from you, and get to know them a little better. 

In this section we introduce you to the amazing people on our estate, who 

perhaps they live down the road from you, and get to know them a little 

better. 

In this issue we speak to Trevor and Tracy on Ghwarrie road. 

 

Where were you born? 

I was born in Sydney, Australia………and Trevor in JHB South Africa. Some of my 

childhood was spent in Germany until we moved to South Africa in the late 

70’s. 

When did you move to HWE & where did you live before? 

From Randburg, JHB and have lived on the estate on and off for about 5 years 

we are hoping to be permanent middle  of 2022. 

Do you have dogs, and if so, what are their names? 

Yes we have one very spoilt dutch shepherd called Shadow…and totally Daddy’s 

boy. 

             



14 
 

Is there a particular wild animal that frequents your plot, and have you 

named them? 

No names but we have loads of Warthogs coming to visit as well as Nyala and 

other buck.   

 

Are you retired or do you work here, and if so, what work do you do? 

Trevor owns his own successful building company  

and I have just launched my first children’s book Gerald and friends that was 

inspired by the giraffes on the estate (the adventures take place on the estate 

as well) , my aim is to write more adventures about Gerald and his friends  and 

give back some of the proceeds to conservation in our area.  

tracy@geraldandfriends.co.za 
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Who is your hero and why? 

My heroes are all those that achieve despite obstacles in their lives.  

What is your favourite part of living in the lowveld? 

To be honest I love the sea and Trevor is the bush fanatic but I’ve always since a 

young age had love for the bush and there is nothing like our landscape and our 

sunrises and sunsets   

What really bugs you about living in the bush? 

……The bugs …that’s where my girlie girl comes out and the bugs here are 

ginormous ………Also the heat I wish it could be a sunny 25 degrees all year 

round. 

Favourite bird? 

Love the hornbills…they have such personalities………………we have a beautiful 

tree stump outside our veranda where they mingle and have their daily 

meetings.  

Favourite animal? 

My muse the Giraffe… they have the cutest faces and are so elegant. 

Do you cycle, bird watch, take photos, garden, run or fish?  

We do a bit of walking and hiking, and my hubby is getting into his 

photography.  

If you could add anything to HWE, (e.g., extra bird hides, a wetland etc.) 

what would it be? 

In my opinion we have enough outdoor activities to keep us busy.  

How much do you love living on HWE? 

a.  It’s really nice 

b. It’s home 

c. Best place ever 

 

Thank you so much for allowing us to interview you and introducing yourself 

to the residents of HWE. 
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Important Contact Numbers 

 

HWE office: 015 793 1188 / 015 793 1609 

General Manager (Nic Naylor): 083 320 9831 

Financial Manager (Nita Scholtz): 073 630 3800 

Security Control Room: 065 807 0888 

Snake Removal: Damien Ellett: 082 401 8757 

                   Ian Owtram: 083 286 8281 

                             Tim Baynham: 073 934 6156 

Reptile Park: 015 795 5203 / 082 299 

 

If anyone would like to contribute articles or photographs and suggestions for the newsletter, 

please email Jackie: jackie.during@gmail.com 

 

Photo by Jackie During 

mailto:jackie.during@gmail.com
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 Sightings Gallery 

Photos taken by HWE residents 
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”Of all the paths you take in life, make sure a few are dirt” -John Muir 

 

 


